CHAPTEE XIII

ANOTHER  YEAH   IN   THE   SOUTH ATLANTIC

18T8-1879

AT this period General La Torre was the President of Uru-
guay, and under his rule good order and security to life and
property prevailed throughout the country. As happens with
all strong rulers in these countries, several unsuccessful attempts
were made upon his life, but it meant woe unto those caught in
those abortive attempts. Yery naturally, La Torre had a coterie
of strong friends and of equally strong enemies. He was fear-
less in exposing himself, and quite as much so in meting out
vengeance upon those who were engaged in plots against the
Government as represented in himself. After two or three at-
tempts had been made upon his life, with summary punishment
of those who undertook them, his enemies abandoned all further
effort to remove him as a scheme likely to be too disastrous to
themselves.

During his term of office his authority was absolute, but there
were security and good order even to the remotest corner of the
country, and this favored the industrial and commercial develop-
ment of the nation.

General John C. Caldwell was our accredited Minister to that
Government and a better qualified official could not have been
found anywhere. He was an excellent linguist, who spoke Span-
ish with considerable proficiency, and in his own tongue was an
accomplished scholar. General Caldwell ?s influence with Gen-
eral La Torre was great, for the reason that the latter always
found C aid well's judgment sound and his counsel in all matters
prudent and wise. General Caldwell ?s relations with the people
were friendly and close; his interest in the public schools of the
republic and his kindly words at every public function gave him
a notable popularity with the people of the country. During his
incumbency every commanding officer of the Navy stationed on
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